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Robert Barr is the Executive Director of the Berkeley Center 
for Law and Technology (BCLT) and Lecturer-in-Residence 
at the University of California Berkeley School Of Law. Prior 
to joining BCLT in 2005, he was the first Vice President of 
Intellectual Property Cisco Systems in San Jose, California, 
where he was responsible for all of the company’s patent 
prosecution, licensing, and litigation. He started Cisco’s 
patent program in 1994 and built a portfolio of over 2000 
issued patents and over 3000 pending patents.  
 
Robert has degrees in Electrical Engineering and Political 
Science from MIT and a JD cum laude from Boston 
University School of Law. He was an Adjunct Professor of 
Patent Law at Hastings College of Law from 1994-1999.  
 
Robert has been a prominent patent attorney in Silicon Valley 
for over 20 years. He started his patent practice at the law 
firm of Townsend and Townsend. He has also been a partner 
at Brobeck, Phleger and Harrison and Weil, Gotshal and 
Manges, where he specialized in patent strategy counseling 
for clients in the computer, telecommunications, and 
semiconductor industries. He is currently of Counsel to the 
law firm of Gunderson, Dettmer, Stough Villeneuve Franklin & 

Hachigian, LLP  

 
The Daily Journal named him one of the top 25 intellectual 
property attorneys in California (2003) and one of the top 10 in-
house intellectual property lawyers in California (2004). 
 


